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Ms H S Winkler (DA) to ask the Minister of Tourism:

What eco-tourism strategies and/or plans has her department developed and implemented to
encourage growth in the tourism sector?
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REPLY:

The Department of Tourism implements a number of initiatives that support eco-tourism. These
include amongst others support for projects in National and Provincial Parks, Heritage Sites and
Rural areas in terms of product development and enhancement. Furthermore, the department’'s
enterprise development programme targets SMMESs that operate within and adjacent to these areas
to ensure accrual of benefits to local communities from the growth of tourism activities in such areas.
These activities cover amongst others tour operations, accommodation, food etc. An important
addition in this regard has been the joint development by the Department of Tourism, SANParks and
National Treasury of the framework for concessions, which ensures that transformation imperatives
are firmly upheld in the granting of concessions, thereby supporting inclusivity in the growth eco-

tourism.
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